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Preface 
 
I proudly present my new Hauptwerk Sample Set, the Johann Christoph 
Wiegleb organ in Sankt Gumbertus, Ansbach (Germany). 
 
October 2025 
Thomas Fuerstberger 
 
www.forestpipes.de 
 

 
History 
 
The name of the church goes back to the Frankish nobleman Gumbert, 
who founded a Benedictine monastery in the area in 748. The monas-
tery flourished in the 11th century after it was converted into a collegiate 
foundation. In 1528, following a decision by the state parliament under 
Georg the Pious, the church and the Margraviate of Ansbach converted 
to the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
The church combines various architectural styles, starting with the crypt 
(around 1040), the St. George's Chapel (14th century), the high choir of 
the former late Romanesque main church (today's Schwanenrit-
terkapelle from the 16th century) to the existing representative church 
building, which was built by Leopoldo Retti in 1738 under Margrave Carl 
Wilhelm Friedrich. 
Johann Christoph Wiegleb was born on 19 March in Heldritt (near Co-
burg) and grew up in a family of organ builders. He received his first or-
gan building lessons from his father Hieronymus Wiegleb (1664–1723) 
and continued his training with a pupil of the Eisenach organ builder 
Georg Christoph Sterzing (1660–1711) and with Johann Georg Fincke 
(1680–1749). Here, while building the organ in St. John's Church in 
Saalfeld (III/30), he also became acquainted with large-scale organ 
building. Johann Sebastian Bach himself inspected this organ in 1724 
and praised it in the highest terms. Wiegleb's second apprenticeship 
took him to Wilhermsdorf in 1711 to Adam Ernst Reichard (1670–1756), 
where he also set up his own business in the same year. In 1720, he 
was appointed organ builder to the High Counts of Hohenlohe-Schil-
lingsfürst for the ‘Unterland’ region, and on 9 March 1739, he was ap-
pointed court and regional organ builder in Ansbach. His list of works is 
estimated at 60 organs (35 of which can be verified). Johann Christoph 
Wiegleb died in Steppach in 1749. 
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The organ in Ansbach (III/47) was his greatest work and was built be-
tween 1736 and 1739 with a case by Leopoldo Retti. The magnificent 
exterior was entirely in keeping with the court of the absolutist Margrave 
Carl Wilhelm Friedrich von Brandenburg Ansbach, and the instrument's 
special voices gave it iconic significance. Unfortunately, no one recog-
nised this at the time, and when Carl Wilhelm Friedrich's son, the en-
lightened Margrave Alexander, took over the reins of government and 
the regular production of cantatas ended after the death of court com-
poser Johann Friedrich Mayer, the organ fell into obscurity. It was hardly 
ever maintained (only a minimal cleaning is documented in 1800) and 
was replaced in 1884 by a new instrument built by Georg Friedrich 
Steinmeyer, which retained the historic case. Only 18 stops were re-
tained, and the façade remained silent. In 1961, Steinmeyer once again 
built a new instrument behind the façade, which corresponded to the 
neo-baroque sound ideal of the time, and once again numerous Wiegleb 
stops were lost. As the instrument was not of very high quality, at the 
turn of the millennium the question arose once again as to what should 
be done with the organ. Thanks to the efforts of the then cantor Rainer 
Goede, after thorough research it was decided not to build a new organ, 
but to have the Wiegleb organ reconstructed by the Dutch organ building 
company Reil, which was completed in 2007.  
500 Wiegleb pipes, which were left over from the construction of the new 
organ in 1986 in St. Kilian's Church in Bad Windsheim by the 
Steinmeyer company (originally built in 1738 by Wiegleb), were reused. 
Particularly noteworthy is the rich array of fundamental voices, which al-
lows organ works from the Baroque period through the Classical period 
to the early Romantic period to be performed. Also worthy of mention is 
the presence of a register (echo, a cornet register) in a swell box. 
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Specification 
 
Unteres Werk 
C-d3 (I) 

Oberes Werk 
C-d3 (II) 

Mittleres Werk 
C-d3 (III) 

Bässe C-d1 

Principal 8’ 
Cijmbel 2’ 2fach 
Sesquialtera 
1½’, 2-3fach 
Mixtur 2’ 8-9-
10fach 
Superoctava 2’ 
Quinta 3’ 
Octava 4’ 
Flöth 4’ 
Grob Gedakt 8’ 
Flaut travers 8’ 
(ab c0) 
Gembshorn 8’ 
Viola di Gamba 
8’ 
Salacional 8’ 
Quintatön 16’ 
Trompete 8’ 
Oboe d’amour 
8’ 

Principal 4’ 
Flaschiolet 2’ 
Mixtur 1’ 4fach 
Quinta 1½’ 
Octava 2’ 
Waldflöthen 2’ 
Rohrflöthen 4’ 
Blockflöthen 4’ 
Quintatön 8’ 
Grobgedakt 8’ 
Fugara 8’ 
Fagott 16’ 
Vox humana 8’ 
Tremulant 

Principal 4’ 
Nassat 3’ 
Sallicinet 2’ 
Nachthorn 2’ 
Petitt 4’ 
Spitzflöth 4’ 
Quintaten 8’ 
Echo: 8’, 4’, 3’, 
2’, 1 3/5 ’ (ab C, 
im Schwellkas-
ten) 
Tremulant 

Principal Bass 
16’ 
Cijmbel Bass 2’ 
2fach 
Mixtur Bass 4’ 
6fach 
Bassettgen 4’ 
Quint Baß 6’ 
Octav Baß 8’ 
Violon Baß 16’ 
Quintadenen-
Baß 16’ 
Posaunen Bass 
16’ 
Subbass 32’ 
(Holz offen) 

 
Couplers II-I, III-I, III-II, I-Ped, II-Ped, III-Ped 
Divisional Cancel 
Accordstern 
Pitch 465 Hertz 
Tuning Pitch: Wiegleb 
 

Technical Details and Requirements 
 
All samples were recorded four-channel with 24 bit/48 kHz, each tone 
with long, medium and short attack. A special denoising algorithm was 
then used to preserve the natural pipe sound. The samples contain up to 
6 loops. 
The tremulant stops in the second and third manual were also sampled. 
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In order to play the sampleset, your computer needs the following mini-
mum RAM requirements: 
 
16 Bit Stereo compressed 8 GB 
 
16 Bit Surround compressed 16 GB 
 
24 Bit Stereo compressed 15 GB 
 
24 bit surround compressed 29 GB 
 
The sample set is encrypted. You have to install the “iLok LicenseM-
anager” on your computer to obtain a license from us. Then you can 
choose between having a permanent internet connection to keep the li-
cense alive or buying an iLok-dongle from a retailer. Onto this you can 
transfer the license and use Hauptwerk without an internet connection. 
In Hauptwerk you also have to install the current “LicensingPackage” 
which you can download from www.hauptwerk.com/licensingpackages. 
It’s a rar-file which you install like an organ. 
 

Installation 
 
Please install the organ via the File – install organ, temperament or im-
pulse response reverb menu in Hauptwerk.  
 
When you have done this, please wait a while until all files are installed. 
Then the following screen appears: 
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There you can select the stops and decide in which bit-quality you want 
to load them. After that the organ loads for the first time. This can take a 
short while, depending on your computer resources. Finally you can click 
on Finish, make modifications in the large floating control panels and 
choose your sound quality. 
 
For using the Hauptwerk-Mixer, please read the Hauptwerk Installation 
and User Guide. 
When the organ has loaded, it has six screens: 
 
Console 
 

 
 
There you can MIDI-learn the keyboards, the stop knobs and the cou-
plers, also the swell shoe. All controls are functional, except the couplers 
on the manuals. 
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Left Jamb 
 

 
 

If your console has two monitors, you should use this screen on the left 
side. Depending on your monitor orientation you see it in Landscape or 
Portrait mode.  
On the bottom you see the indicator for the swell and can save your set-
ter combinations. 
 
 
Right Jamb 
 

 
 

This is the opposite to the Left jamb Screen. On the bottom you see the 
indicator for the setter combinations. 
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Stops HD 
 

 
 
If you only have one monitor, you can use this screen.  
 
 
Stops UHD 
 

 
 
For bigger single monitors I recommend using this screen. 

 



Hauptwerk Sample Set Ansbach Sankt Gumbertus (Germany) 

10 
 

Temperament 
This organ has a special Wiegleb temperament (you can look at it on the 
Stops UHD Screen) which is also installed with the sampleset. To load 
this temperament, please go to Pitch/Load temperament and choose the 
following: 
 

 
 
 
Deinstallation 
 
Please uninstall the organ via the File – un-install organ, temperament or 
impulse response reverb menu in Hauptwerk. You have to choose  
 
Data: 003041 Ansbach St. Gumbertus  
 
and 
 
Organ: Ansbach St. Gumbertus 
 
Then select Un-install 
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Thanks to 
 
Carl Friedrich Meyer 
Pastor Oliver Englert 
Christian Brembeck 
Gregor Dworzak 
Andreas Sagstetter 
Marco t’Hart 
Dominique Dantand 
Ansgar Schlei 
Manuel Pederneschi 
 
for their great support. 
 
 

Contact 

Thomas Fürstberger 
Linaweg 14 
94579 Zenting 
Germany 
W: www.forestpipes.de 
E: info@forestpipes.de 
P: +49 9907 872948 

 

The information contained in this manual may be subject to change with-
out notice. No part of this document may be transferred or reproduced, 
digitally or otherwise, including photocopying without prior consent from 
Forestpipes.  

 

Copyright © 2025 Forestpipes. All rights reserved.  

'Hauptwerk', 'Hauptwerk Virtual Pipe Organ', 'Milan Digital Audio' and the 
Hauptwerk logo are trademarks of Milan Digital Audio LLC. 
 


