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Preface 
 
I proudly present my new Hauptwerk Sample Set, the Furtwängler und 
Hammer organ of Sankt Godehard in Hildesheim, Germany. 
 
March 2026 
Thomas Fuerstberger 
 
www.forestpipes.de 
 

 
History 
 
Godehard (Gotthard), who was Bishop of Hildesheim from 1022 to 1038, 
was canonized in 1133. At the behest of Bishop Bernhard, construction 
began that same year on a church and monastery in Godehard's honor, 
which was completed in 1172. The three-aisled Romanesque hall church 
is considered one of the most important monuments of this architectural 
style. Despite the Reformation, the Godehard Monastery remained Cath-
olic and existed until secularization in 1803. The church was slated for 
demolition, but the first parish priest, Hermann Gottfried Held (1768–
1828), was able to prevent this. The building escaped major damage dur-
ing World War II and was able to be used for services again as early as 
1945. Until the destroyed cathedral could be reconsecrated in 1960, the 
church also served as the bishop's seat. In 1963, it was granted the title 
of Basilica minor by Pope Paul VI. 
 
Philipp Furtwängler founded an organ building workshop in Elze in 1838. 
Adolf Hammer, born on April 6, 1854, in Herzberg in the Harz Mountains, 
apprenticed in his workshop and subsequently worked in the Breslau area 
before joining forces with Pius Furtwängler, Philipp Furtwängler's son, to 
found the firm Furtwängler & Hammer in 1883. This firm relocated to Han-
over that same year. Starting with mechanical organs, they developed 
new technologies such as pneumatic cone-valve chests, and later, slider 
chests with tubular pneumatic action. Increasingly refined, these organs 
eventually became so quiet that, from 1905 onward, even gentle stops like 
Aeoline and Vox coelestis could be incorporated. Most of Furtwängler & 
Hammer's instruments fell victim to destruction through war or changing 
tastes, but some have survived in their original state, including the instru-
ments in St. Mary's Church in Salzwedel and Verden Cathedral. 
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In 1863, the Stahlhuth workshop built an instrument with two manuals and 
40 stops for St. Godehard's Church. This organ was rebuilt and enlarged 
by August and Wilhelm Schaper in 1884 and 1895. Their work was evi-
dently unsatisfactory, because as early as 1912, Furtwängler and Ham-
mer built a new instrument, opus 718, within the existing case, reusing 
seven of Stahlhuth's stops. It had 45 stops across three manuals with 
pneumatic slider chests and a detached console. The Second World War 
took a heavy toll on the instrument, which is why Emil Hammer undertook 
extensive restoration in 1946, also significantly simplifying the specifica-
tion. All the string stops were removed, and even the sole 2' stop was 
shortened. In 1970, the Hillebrand workshop electrified the action and built 
a new console, installing float bellows to differentiate the wind pressure of 
the individual divisions. The swell division also received a Vox humana 
stop. 
 
In 2021/22, Emil Hammer restored the organ, largely returning it to its 
original condition. However, stops added over time were retained, while 
others were restored to their original state. The instrument received a new 
console with combination action and a manual extension from f³ to a³ to 
accommodate modern playing practices. Additional stops and octave cou-
plers were also added, and the second manual has since been swellable. 
 
The organ represents a significant asset for the Hildesheim/Bruns-
wick/Hanover region, as it is the only three-manual instrument from the 
High Romantic period. 
 

Specification 
 
Hauptwerk C-a³ Positiv C-a³ Schwellwerk C-a³ Pedal C-f1 
Major Prinzipal 8′ 
Bordun 8′ 
Fugara 8′ 
Gemshorn 8’ 
Doppelflöte 8’ 
Oktave 4′ 
Rohrflöte 4′ 
Rauschquinte 2f. 
Cornett 3-5f. 
Mixtur 3-5f. 
Fagott 16′ 
Trompete 8′ 

Bordun 16′ 
Minor Prinzipal 8′ 
Flute harm. 8′ 
Gambe 8’ 
Rohrflöte 8′ 
Prinzipal 4′ 
Traversflöte 4’ 
Flautino 2′ 
Mixtur 3-4f. 
Trompete harm. 8′ 
Oboe 8′ 
Tremulant 

Gedeckt 16′ 
Geigen-Prinzipal 8′ 
Quintatön 8′ 
Concertflöte 8’ 
Viola 8’ 
Aeoline 8′ 
Vox coelestis 8′ 
Gemshorn 4′ 
Salizional 4′ 
Progressio 2-3f. 
Clarinette 8′ 
Vox humana 8′ 

Prinzipalbass 16′ 
Majorbass 16’ 
Subbass 16’ 
Violon 16′ 
Gedecktbass 16′ 
Quintbass 10 2/3′ 
Oktavbass 8′ 
Cello 8’ 
Sanftbass 8′ 
Oktave 4′ 
Contraposaune 32′ 
Posaune 16′ 
Bassclarinette 8′ 

All normal couplers, sub- und Supercouplers to and from SW and POS, further HW 
4´, Super from SW, POS, HW to Pedal 
Crescendo valve, Pianopedal, Tutti, General swell 
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Technical Details and Requirements 
 
All samples were recorded in four channels at 24-bit/48 kHz, each note 
with long, medium, and short attack durations. A further improved noise 
reduction algorithm was then applied to preserve the natural pipe sound. 
The samples contain up to six loops. 
The tremulant stops of the second and third manuals were also sampled. 
 
To play the sample set, your computer needs at least 23 GB of free hard 
disk space and the following minimum RAM requirements: 
 
16-bit stereo compressed 7 GB 
 
16-bit surround sound compressed 14 GB 
 
24-bit stereo compressed 14 GB 
 
24-bit surround sound compressed 27 GB 
 
The sample set is encrypted. You need the iLok™ dongle to play the set. 
 
You then have the choice between a permanent internet connection to 
activate the license, or purchasing an iLok dongle from a retailer. After-
wards, you can transfer the license and use Hauptwerk without an internet 
connection. In Hauptwerk, you also need to install the latest "Licen-
seComponentPackage," which is also located in the download folder. This 
is a RAR file that you install like an organ. 

 
Installation 
 
Please install the organ via the File – install organ, temperament or im-
pulse response reverb menu in Hauptwerk. You only have to choose the 
first installation file, the other ones are being installed automatically. 
 
When you have done this, please wait a while until all files are installed. 
Then the following screen appears: 
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There you can select the stops and decide in which bit-quality you want 
to load them. After that the organ loads for the first time. This can take a 
while, depending on your computer resources. Finally you can click on 
Finish and make modifications in the large floating control panels. 
 
For using the Hauptwerk-Mixer, please read the Hauptwerk Installation 
and User Guide. 
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When the organ has loaded, it has seven screens: 
 
Console 
 

 
 
There you can MIDI-learn the keyboards, the swell shoes and the cre-
scendo valve via right-click. All other controls and displays are fully-func-
tional and you can also MIDI-learn them.  
 
Stops HD 
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This screen is intended for consoles with only one screen. On the right 
top you find the indicators for crescendo, swell and memory, the knobs 
are the following: 
 
M Motor 
VW Tutti (volles Werk) 
Cr Crescendo 
S Setter 
R Cancel 
 
The arrow knobs are for the layers of the Setter. Additionally there are 
two special stop switches: 
 
Generalschweller 
If activated, you can swell the two boxes simultaneously with one swell 
shoe. 
 
Pedalpiano 
If activated and you have pulled many stops, only Subbass 16’, Ge-
decktbass 16’ and Sanftbass 8’ are sounding in the pedal when you play 
on the second or 3rd manual (but they must be switched on in advance). 
Also the pedal couplers are deactivated.  
Changing back to the 1st manual, all activated pedal stops are sounding 
again.  
 
Stops 
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This Screen is intended for a bigger single monitor. The controls are the 
same as in Stops HD. The numbering of the stops is like on the real con-
sole. 
 
LeftJamb 
 

 
 

If you have a multi-monitor setup, you can select this screen for the left 
display. On upright displays the portrait screen is shown.  
 
RightJamb 
 

 
 

Analogous to LeftJamb you can select this screen for the right display. 
On upright displays the portrait screen is shown. 
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Settings 
 

 
 

On this screen you can change the volume of the front and rear sam-
ples, the blower, stops and coupler noises. The last third ones you can 
also switch off. Please note that no tracker action noises were recorded 
because they weren’t hearable even at the console. On upright displays 
the portrait screen is shown. 
 
Crescendo 

 

 
 

On this screen you find the matrix to program a crescendo. The stages 
go from the left (first stage) to the right (last stage). Each box is clicka-
ble. Per default there is a pre-programmed crescendo which you can 
change for your own purposes. On upright displays the portrait screen is 
shown. 
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Deinstallation 
 
Please uninstall the organ via the File – un-install organ, temperament or 
impulse response reverb menu in Hauptwerk. You have to choose  
 
Data: 003042 HildesheimStGodehard  
 
and 
 
Organ: HildesheimStGodehard 
 
Then select Un-install 
 

 
Thanks to 
 
Olivia Nagioff 
Stephen Ades 
Tobias Meyer 
Christian Brembeck 
Andreas Sagstetter 
Ansgar Schlei 
Gregor Dworzak 
Manuel Pederneschi 
Marco t’Hart 
 
for their great support. 
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Contact 
 
Forestpipes UG (haftungsbeschränkt) 
Linaweg 14 
94579 Zenting 
Germany 
W: www.forestpipes.de 
E: info@forestpipes.de 
P: +49 9907 872948 

 

The information contained in this manual may be subject to change with-
out notice. No part of this document may be transferred or reproduced, 
digitally or otherwise, including photocopying without prior consent from 
Forestpipes.  

 

Copyright © 2026 Forestpipes. All rights reserved.  

'Hauptwerk', 'Hauptwerk Virtual Pipe Organ', 'Milan Digital Audio' and the 
Hauptwerk logo are trademarks of Milan Digital Audio LLC. 
 


